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This week has been another great week at Blenheim 
Primary School and we loved welcoming our new Reception 
children for their first full day today - they are doing so well 
settling in to school life!

As we have so many new families in our school community, 
it is a great time to remind everyone about the vision and 
values that underpin everything that we do at Blenheim 
(opposite) and on page 2 this week, you can also find out 
why every day in school matters.

Blenheim’s ASPIRE Values

To encourage positive behaviour and responsible actions at Blenheim, we 

have agreed six values with pupils, parents, staff and governors, which are 

linked to the acronym, ‘ASPIRE’ (Achievement; Support; Perseverance; 

Independence; Respect; and Enthusiasm).  

Our ASPIRE Values are discussed with pupils every week during assembly 

and are a central part of day to day life around our school.  All members of 

the school community refer to them regularly with children.  It is important 

that pupils have a clear idea of what each value means and the 

responsibility they have as individuals to abide by them.  The values are 

displayed in each classroom and around our learning community so pupils 

can be reminded of their responsibilities. 

We also regularly refer and remind everyone in our community of our 

school’s vision: 

We want everyone to be inspired; to develop the confidence to face 

new challenges; and to ASPIRE to be the best they can be. 

http://www.blenheimprimary.co.uk/school-calendar/
http://www.blenheimprimary.co.uk/
https://lihtrust.uk/
http://www.blenheimprimary.co.uk


Why Every School Day Matters

We know that families want the very best for their children and regular school attendance is an important part of 

this.

Every school day matters. Being in school gives children daily opportunities to learn, build friendships, develop 

confidence and feel part of our school community. In primary school, learning builds progressively, so even a 

small amount of missed time can make a difference.

There is clear evidence that regular attendance is linked to better educational outcomes. The Department for 

Education also highlights the wider benefits of attendance, including children’s wellbeing, relationships and 

sense of belonging.

We understand that absence is sometimes necessary. Children should stay at home when they are genuinely too 

unwell to attend and there may be other appropriate reasons for absence. However, we encourage families to 

consider carefully whether absence is necessary, particularly for minor illnesses.

If your child is experiencing anxiety, friendship difficulties, SEND-related needs or another barrier to attending, 

please talk to us. We are here to listen and work with you to provide support.

Our message is simple: every day in school counts. By working together, we can give every child the best 

opportunity to learn, belong and thrive.

Thank you for your continued support.



Parent/carer information:

This week’s theme is My child doesn’t want to go to 

school. Now that the children are settled back into the 

routine of attending school every day, there might be 

times when they comment or become upset that they 

don’t want to attend.  It is perfectly natural for children to 

not want to go to school from time to time. Even the 

teachers feel like this on some days! It is on days like 

these that daily routines can be really comforting and 

supportive. Simply following the usual routine into school 

with lots of supportive talk can provide reassurance that 

all will be OK. 

On some days you may also pause this usual routine and 

take time to accept that today is a tough day for your 

child. Taking these extra few minutes can make a big 

difference as our children feel understood and heard by 

important people in their lives. 

 

Some things that your child may be concerned about include 
worrying about a test or about a problem with a friend, 
changes to routines as well as many other perceived 
problems. Often when we talk to children about what is 
troubling them, it becomes apparent that they are troubled 
about something that is easily resolved or they can be 
reassured quickly. To the child at the time, it feels like a big 
problem that becomes consuming. With a bit of support, 
most children will be able to be soothed, so that they can 
continue to come into school and face their challenges. 

Follow the link here to read about how to acknowledge your 

child’s distress, notice signs of anxiety and support them to 

face their fears so that they can continue to attend school as 

well as acknowledging your own feelings about this. 

We have quiet spaces in our playgrounds where you can sit 

and take a few minutes to help your child in the morning. 

The Friendship areas are open with benches to sit on daily. 

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/article/my-child-doesn-t-want-to-go-to-school


Breakfast & After School Club

Throughout the whole week, we have been settling back into our Breakfast & After School Club routines, reconnecting with 
friends and enjoying lots of opportunities to play, create, explore and simply have fun together. 

Our creative days this week have been all about creating something thoughtful for someone special. The children were given a 
selection of colourful card and encouraged to design and make a special card for a loved one. They had lots of fun choosing 
their colours, cutting out different shapes using scissors, sticking their creations down with glue. This activity was a wonderful 
opportunity for the children. 

We have also introduced some exciting new activities for the children to enjoy, including our colourful dominoes, which have 
already been a big hit! The children have enjoyed setting them up, creating different patterns and seeing how many they can 
get to fall. Our indoor basketball has been keeping everyone moving, while the ball dart board has brought plenty of friendly 
competition and encouraged the children to practise their aiming, concentration and hand-eye coordination. We have also had 
lots of fun with kinetic sand and our Party Pop It game, giving the children a mixture of sensory, creative and interactive play 
throughout the week.

It has been such a positive week, filled with smiles, laughter, creativity, new experiences and lots of catching up with friends. 
We are so excited to see what the rest of the school year brings and to continue creating a club environment where the 
children feel happy, confident, supported and excited to come through our doors each day.

Here’s to another amazing week at Breakfast & After School Club!
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